Who receives Ryan White CARE Act services? A demographic comparison of CARE act clients and the general AIDS population.
This study examines the extent to which health and social service providers funded by the Ryan White Comprehensive AIDS Resources Emergency (CARE) Act serve women, minorities, and other vulnerable populations emphasized by the legislation. Demographic characteristics of AIDS-diagnosed clients served by CARE Act-funded providers in four metropolitan areas and two states are compared with Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimates of AIDS prevalence. Clients of CARE Act-funded providers tend to reflect the demographics of local HIV/AIDS epidemics. Where differences exist, CARE Act clients are more likely to be women and minorities and less likely to be injecting drug users. CARE Act-funded providers are effectively reaching most medically underserved populations.